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To UWE University Women Europe and the members of GWI-NL (Graduate Women International Netherlands).

Amsterdam, 30 October 2025

Dear reader,

GWI-NL has existed since 2017 and is affiliated with the international umbrella organization Graduate Women International GWI.  GWI (formerly International Federation of University Women) was founded in 1918 and has a mission to empower vulnerable women and girls worldwide. GWI does this through education. For this purpose GWI has consultative status with the United Nations. In addition, GWI organizes lobby teams concerning  international law, security, human rights, education, and economics in the so-called UN cities.  GWI-NL (with 40 members) is the Dutch Association within the international umbrella organization GWI. At the European level, GWI-NL is affiliated with the UWE University Women Europe. UWE has a participatory status with the Council of Europe. UWE is also affiliated with the European Women’s Lobby (EWL). The EWL has consultative status with the European Commission. GWI-NL is furthermore a member of the Dutch Women's Council (NVR).
GWI NL is committed to combating all forms of discrimination against women. We do this through participation in the CEDAW committee and the CEDAW shadow report. GWI-NL is thereby also involved in the annual preparation of the UN CSW (Commission on the Status of Women). All of this for the Dutch Government Delegation. GWI-NL then works together with more organizations from the so-called civil society. In 2025 representatives of GWI-NL traveled once again to the CSW in New York. In addition members of GWI-NL  attended parallel CSW webinars. One of the themes adressed concerned female leadership among young people.
In addition to all these global tasks, GWI-NL works in the Netherlands and Europe on the development and strengthening of mutual friendship (internally and externally). 
Together with her members GWI-NL is committed to improved situations and positions of women and girls,  and draws attention to elderly citizens. From 2023 and subsequent years, GWI-NL has paid attention to the need for more women-oriented healthcare. Examples of this were the internal lectures on women and cardiology, hearing disorders in girls and women, and supporting NVR in realizing lectures about elderly people and women's health. Also the themes of women and safety as well as the economic independence of women have been addressed. GWI-NL has formulated a paper through NVR with advice in the interest of women and girls in dire situations, with an eye to the Parliamentary elections. This position paper was sent to the political parties for inclusion in their programs.
GWI-NL periodically nominates candidates for election and representation for GWI working groups and the board of GWI.  As well as for the boards of UWE and the EWL.  
This year GWI-NL has participated  in the Nominations Committee of GWI.  That happened in Lusaka Zambia during the triennial General Member Meeting of GWI. There our Saskia Voortman has been elected as the new treasurer for the Board of GWI. In addition our CER/CIR Leonie van den Tol is now a member of the GWI Resolution Committee. 
As we said GWI-NL and her members are also active at a European level. For example, our member Marion Minis works for the Dutch Women's Council and in that role she is a representative at the European Women’s Lobby. Recently we have recommended CER/CIR Leonie van den Tol as a candidate for Secretary General at UWE. The international and European perspectives are core aspects in our national member activities. For this reason, at the end of 2024 we all had an impressive meeting with digital attendance of the Parliamentarian Olga Rudenko from Ukraine. We have participated in UWE meet-and-greets, such as recently in the cities of Belfast and Marbella. We have visited Albania.  This autumn, we have co-organized the DACH-NL Friendship Meeting in The Hague  together with the Dutch association the VVAO.
GWI-NL has a stable membership (we count an average of 40 members). We enjoy our healthy financial state. Nevertheless we face the big challenge of lacking sufficient board members. Therefore  we are exploring the possibilities to cooperate with the Dutch VVAO (Association of Women with Higher Education). We will cooperate under the condition that GWI-NL can proudly maintain its cherished autonomy and its special profile and ideals.
GWI-NL is connected to the world and to Europe. And this matters. While maintaining significant ties and remaining interested in diverse cultural perspectives we seek to promote understanding and engagement wherever we may. Our association is strongly engaged with solidarity and passion for improving the position of women and girls - not just for the Netherlands, but across the world.
With kind regards, 
GWI NL Board: Edith Lommerse, Leonie van den Tol, Annelies Pierrot and Maryline Lamp
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